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THEY DREW AS THEY 
PLEASED VOL.6
BOOK  
DIDIER GHEZ | CHRONICLE 

The final volume in the Hidden Art 
Of Disney series spans the ’90s to 

now; but it also conjures an alt-
timeline, one that gave us ghost 
western Sweating Bullets (which became 
Home On The Range), Jack And The 
Beanstalk reimagining Gigantic and a 
Cruella-esque Frozen baddie (potentially 
voiced by Bette Midler). Tantalising 
images of these and other unrealised 
projects share space with Lion King 
vistas, scary Beast designs and poignant 
profiles of key artists. Matthew Leyland 

THE BOOK  
OF HORROR
BOOK  
MATT GLASBY | WHITE LION

Horror’s need for audience reactions 
underpins this acute genre 

scrutiny from TF’s Glasby. Ranging from 
dead space to grungier pleasures of 
dread and disgust, Glasby anatomises 
horror’s scare tactics with keen, lucid 
clarity across 34 carefully selected main 
films – classic and pleasingly obscure. 
Lake Mungo’s spooky pall is conjured, The 
Orphanage sensitively re-opened, the 
cleverly demented Terrified duly 
celebrated. Glasby’s dissections range 
wide and cut deep. Kevin Harley

MEAN GIRLS:  
SENIOR YEAR
GRAPHIC NOVEL
ARIANNA IRWIN, ALBA CARDONA | 
INSIGHT EDITIONS

This time it’s war, as Cady and co 
unite to stop the rise of Megan, a 

Queen Bee wannabe even more ruthless 
than Regina. With Burn Book in tow, it 
can feel like a Mean Girls rehash, but 
from clueless Karen to hapless Principal 
Duvall, it brightly recaptures characters’ 
voices and the 2004 movie’s balance of 
heart and snark. Popping with pink, 
purple and pastels, it’s a sequel legit 
enough to make you forget 2011’s MG2. 
Oh, you have already. Matthew Leyland

two more
Eating in and going 
Off-World… 

MARVEL: EAT  
THE UNIVERSE

Companion 
cookbook to the 
online series hosted 
by writer/chef Justin 
Warner, a true 
believer whose 
culinary creations riff 
cleverly on Marvel 
history (an X-Men 
recipe using ‘can-ny’ 
ingredients; a new 
take on Deadpool’s 
chimichangas). 
There’s a lot of 
meatiness (like a 
Juggernaut brekkie 
burrito that looks like 
it would take a 
season of Man Vs 
Food to chow 
through), but also a 
veggie section, 
including radishes 
disguised as 
mozzarella balls,  
a la Skrull. 

BLADE RUNNER 
2019 VOL.2

OK, the title’s a slight 
misnomer – it’s 
actually set a few 
years on from 2019 
– but this is more 
compellingly 
confident than the 
comic book’s first  
arc. Freshness partly 
stems from this being 
the first canonical 
story set in the 
Off-World Colonies, 
but the clincher is the 
complex (surrogate) 
mother/daughter 
dynamic (upping the 
franchise’s female 
representation  
to boot). 

I f you’ve sat through the 
exhaustive Aliens Making Of 
documentaries on the Anthology 

DVD/Blu boxset, you’d be forgiven for 
assuming that everything there is to 
be said about James Cameron’s 
superior sequel (that’s right) has been 
whispered, spoken or bellowed at 
some point. But they’re about to get 
their asses kicked, as J.W. Rinzler’s 
fastidiously detailed The Making Of 
Aliens proves that previous efforts 
merely scraped the slimy surface.

Clocking in at 300-plus pages, 
Rinzler’s near-day-to-day record of 
Aliens’ production covers everything 
from Cameron’s early days working for 
Roger Corman (where he met producer 
Gale Anne Hurd) and the many 
iterations of the script once known as 
Alien II, to the film’s critically mixed 
reception and radical feminist legacy. If 
you read last year’s companion piece 
– The Making Of Alien – you’ll know 
what to expect. Given that Aliens was 
infamously forged in the crucible of 

conflict, there’s no end to the on-set 
drama, chronicled here in unsparing 
detail. Even the oft-glossed-over 
recasting of James Remar as Hicks  
days into filming is given new context.

The depth and breadth of Rinzler’s 
research is seriously impressive –  
you’ll be convinced he must have 
piloted Cameron like an Avatar during 
production, so close is he to the subject. 
The only minor omission is that more 
recent extensions – including Neill 
Blomkamp’s abandoned sequel and 
countless comic/videogame spin-offs 
- go unexamined. Otherwise, this is a 
comprehensive chronicle of one of the 
finest sci-fi films ever made: as far as 
future Making Ofs are concerned, it’s 
game over, man. Jordan Farley

BOOKS

THE MAKING OF ALIENS
BOOK
J.W. RINZLER | TITAN
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